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Bellarmino, a man of a refined and cultivated mind.
He therefore perceived the more quickly the difficul-
ties which kept the higher castes, and particularly the
Brahmans, from joining the Christian communities
formed at Madura and other places, These commu-
nities consisted chiefly of men of low rank, of no
education, and no refinement. He conceived the bold
plan of presenting himself as a Brahman, and thus
obtaining access to the high and noble, the wise and
learned, in the land. He shut himself up for years,
acquiring in secret a knowledge, not only of Tamil
and Telugu, but of Sanskrit. When, after a patient
study of the language and literature of the Brahmans,
he felt himself strong enough to grapple with his
antagonists, he showed himself in public, dressed
in the proper garb of the Brahmans, wearing their
cord and their frontal mark, observing their diet, and
submitting even to the complicated rules of caste.
He was successful, in spite of the persecutions both of
the Brahmans, who were afraid of him, and of his
own fellow-labourers, who could not understand his
policy. His life in India, where he died as an old
blind man, is full of interest to the missionary.1 I can
only speak of him here as the first European Sanskrit
scholar. A man who could quote from Manu, from the
Pur a 7i as. nay from works such as the Apastamba-
Sutras, which are known even at present to only
those few Sanskrit scholars who can read Sanskrit

1 In a letter of Uurnell'rt ^Tanjore, 27th April, 1876) published in the
JBolktlino Italianot li>76, p. lt>, there are some notices of H. de
Nobilibua. ' He died 16th Jan. 1650, in his 80th year, at St. Thomas,
near Madras/ The Jesuits had printing offices at Coccino, Ambalak-
kadu, arid Punikkayal, but none of their books are to be found now.